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restricted Congress from taxing exports had further provisions for
the protection of Southern interests; the "migration or importa-
tion of such persons as the several States shall think proper to
admit" was not to be prohibited, nor were such persons to be
taxed. The Committee had meant slaves, but had avoided using
the word.
Martin of Maryland on August 21, as soon as the vote had
gone against permitting Congress to tax exports, proposed tit&t
the importation of slaves—he used the word—be taxed. If three-
fifths of the slaves were to be counted as population, this must
encourage the traffic in slaves. Net only would this increase the
votes of the slave states in the House of Representatives, but it
would weaken the states themselves, since they would be in
danger of slave insurrections, which the United States might
have to assist in putting down. Moreover, "it was inconsistent
with the principles of the revolution and dishonorable to the
American character to have such a feature**—as slavery—"in the
Constitution.3'
fiutledge of South Carolina, according to Major Pierce, was
often "too rapid in his public speaking to be denominated an
agreeable Orator.9* But today there was a cold precision in
Rutledge*s words, at least as noted down by Madison. "Mr.
Rutledge "did not see how the importation of slaves could be
encouraged by this section. He was not apprehensive of insur-
rections and would readily exempt the other States from the
obligation to protect the Southern against them. Religion &
humanity had nothing to do with this question.—Interest alone
is the governing principle with Nations—The true question at
present is whether the Southern States shall or shall not be parties
to the Union. If the Northern States consult their interest, they
will not oppose the increase of Slaves which will increase the
commodities of which they will become the earners/*
Ellsworth of Connecticut, whom Pierce thought ^eloquent and
connected in public debate," and who represented a state which
had already forbidden the importation of slaves within its own
borders, agreed with Rutledge. "Mr. Ellsworth was for leaving
the clause as it stands. Let every State import what it pleases.
The morality or wisdom of slavery are considerations belonging
to the States themselves.—What' enriches a part enriches the
whole, and the States are the best judges of their particular

